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(Mythologems, archetypes, kenotypes, prototypical situations, standards, stereotypes, symbols: theoretical
and applied foundations for the linguocultural reading of the cognomens of emblematic Iberian monarchical
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The monograph by Vera Kirkova, a specialist in Ibero-Romance languages and cultures, is devoted to a
hitherto unexplored but highly significant historical and philological issue concerning the formation, estab-
lishment, transfer, and dissemination of royal nicknames as linguoculturems, “in which the content and scope
can be changed by placing certain features of the cultural aspect before parentheses” (Kirkova 2025: 31). To
date, there is no such publication in the specialized cognomological literature, the result of a targeted philo-
logical study devoted to the epithets of rulers from this linguocultural perspective (according to the author’s
original systematized parameters) and with a particular focus on the Ibero-Romance monarchical and aristo-
cratic space.

The study examines representative Portuguese and Castilian monarchical cognomens of key rulers
(kings and emperors) from the High and Late Middle Ages, namely in the period beginning with the advance
of the Reconquista and continuing until the Age of Discovery. This was a complex historical period marked
by the reconguest of territories previously occupied by the Moors and by the emergence and consolidation of
independent Christian kingdoms on the Iberian Peninsula. Through the analysis of representative monarchs
of the era and their distinctive epithets, the very designations under which they have endured in historical
memory and by which they remain most recognizable to subsequent generations, the study concretizes and
clearly demonstrates the applicability of Vera Kirkova’s cognomological practical projection of her theoreti-
cal research model to specific verbal material in an innovative and comprehensive manner.

The work is multifaceted and multi-layered in its conception, methodology, and depth of analysis. It
would not be an exaggeration to say that the diverse cognomological subject matter of the study is a real
challenge for anyone who has undertaken such a complex analysis in the vast field of linguocultural science.
Vera Kirkova has succeeded in following the outline of her work plan, managing to select and bind into an
indivisible whole the leading theoretical postulates with the applied aspects of serious cognomological re-
search.
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The monograph is organized according to the established structure for academic research: preliminary
notes, theoretical introduction, two chapters, analytically structured conclusion in a separate chapter, two
annexes, sources used, and an academic index of objects and locations illustrating the contemporary signifi-
cance of the royal titles studied. The work is presented in a total volume of 152 pages.

This structured work and detailed cognomological methodology allow the author to choose the most
suitable interdisciplinary approach for the implementation of her ideas, which involves combining diverse
linguistic-anthropological, cultural, linguistic-didactic and empruntological methods, and help to delve deep-
ly into the internal dimensions of the processes under study.

The corpus of the study combines objectively and critically analyzed and interpreted rich
cognomological material, which demonstrates the author’s striving for maximum representativeness of the
researched issues. Vera Kirkova’s inclusion of diverse sources that complement each other ensures the nec-
essary objectivity of the author’s original interpretations, comments, and analyses.

In her preliminary remarks, Vera Kirkova introduces readers to the emergence and maturation of the
idea of studying Ibero-Romance royal cognomens, with the decision and the motivated stages in conducting
scientific cognomological research necessary to fill a linguocultural and empruntological lacuna in contem-
porary philological scientific and educational literature.

In the introductory part, the author presents the problems of linguocultural issues of a theoretical and
applied nature on a selected theoretical model, whose general diachronic and synchronic parameters, accord-
ing to Vera Kirkova, should be derived and illustrated for theoretical and applied purposes, as well as dis-
persed and superficial cognomological aspects in current research.

In the first chapter, the author provides a historical overview of linguocultural research, points out the
peculiarities in defining and outlining the subject of contemporary linguocultural studies, presents general
theoretical issues, positions anthropological onomastics diachronically among the directions of modern
linguoculturology, and concretizes the practical application of basic aspects of the subject of cognomological
research: mythologems (and myths), archetypes, kenotypes, prototypical situations, standards, stereotypes,
symbols, applied to the Ibero-Romance medieval monarchical reality. The choice of the period from which
the royal nicknames subjected to analysis are excerpted, is justified.

The second chapter is dedicated to the Iberian monarchical rulers. In it, Vera Kirkova traces the legiti-
mization of monarchical rule, beginning with the Iberian (pre)historical contextualization of the Christian
kingdoms from the High and Late Middle Ages, introduces the diachrony of life, culture, and language in
Iberia until the Reconquista, moves on to the topics of the personality as a religious subject, the ruler and the
image of the ruler, which determines the “titling” with certain epithets, highlights the importance of the per-
sonality of the Portuguese and Castilian Iberian monarchical rulers and their nicknames in the creation, es-
tablishment, and destruction of stereotypes, prototypes, kenotypes, archetypes, mythologems, symbols, and
standards. In the analytical part, the focus is aimed directly at the cognomological analysis and interpretation
of selected Portuguese and Castilian Iberian monarchs and their nicknames, divided into two groups: Portu-
guese monarchs and Castilian monarchs. The ways for their empruntological adaptation in the context of the
Bulgarian language and prospects for their integration into the process of academic education, are indicated.

In the concluding part of the study, Vera Kirkova summarizes the results of the tasks performed in this
complex interdisciplinary linguocultural approach, “through which the role of each linguistic system, in the
management of certain cultural models that guide the corresponding behavior of users in the community, is
set” (Kirkova 2025: 101).

The two annexes to the monograph and the impressive bibliography enrich the work and guarantee the
scientific weight of the research: the work is valuable and innovative, opens horizons for new research in
several directions, and contains a number of contributions that can be grouped according to the theoretical
justification of the issues addressed. Throughout all of them, the author reveals profound knowledge and pre-
cision in working with the terminology, lays the foundations for the construction of a methodological
cognomological model for this type of research, and convincingly points the way to solving yet undeveloped
problems in this particular scientific field.

The monograph “Rulers and cognomens: linguocultural depictions of the Ibero-Romance world
(Mythologems, archetypes, kenotypes, prototypical situations, standards, stereotypes, symbols: theoretical
and applied foundations for the linguocultural reading of the cognomens of emblematic Iberian monarchical
rulers, Portuguese and Castilian rulers)” by Vera Kirkova is a significant contribution to the field of contem-
porary Ibero-Romance cognomology and comparative linguocultural studies. The study is of interest not on-
ly to specialists in Ibero-Romance studies, but also to linguoculturalists, empruntologists, linguists with a
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broad profile, anthropologists, culturalists, historians, as well as non-specialists intrigued by the research are-
as covered.
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IIpodeccop, a.¢.H. Aumursp BecennnoB mpenomaer B Codwuiickom yHuUBepcHTeTe MM. cB. KiimMeHTa
Oxpujckoro ¢ 1992 r. mociie OKOHYaHUS OTACICHHS (PPAHILy3CKOM (PUIIONIOruK B OONrapcKoi (Guaoaoruu B
9TOM K€ YHHBEPCHUTETE.

Ero ocHOBHBIE Hay4HBIE HHTEPECHI COCPEIOTOUYECHBI B 00JaCTH JIMHIBOAUIAKTOIOTUH, 3MIPYHTOJIOTHH
(Hayk# o S3BIKOBBIX TpaHCc(epax), HCTopuu oOpa3oBaHus B bonrapuu m yueOHOI nekcukorpadun. ABTOp
mecTUTOMHOTO «CiioBapsi (paHIy3CKUX CIOB B OoNTapckoM si3bike» / «PedHHMK Ha (peHCKUTe AyMH Ha
obnrapcku e3uk» / (2015-2017), akagemmueckoro «®paniy3cko-0onrapckoro cioBaps» / «DpeHcko-
obnrapcku peqrux» / (2002, 2008, 2016), «YuedHOTO (hpaHIy3cKO-00NTapCKOTO TEMATHYECKOTO CIOBAPSDY
(1995), «JleronucHoii kuurn dakynpTeTa KIaccu4eckKux U HOBBIX Quionoruii» (Tom 1, 2008; Tom 2, 2011),
a Taxoke MoHorpaduii «bonrapckue cryaentsl ®epnunanaa ne Coccropay (2008), «PpaHiry3ckas JeKcuKa B
pomane «Tabax» Jnmutpa umosa» (2009), «Mctopus obydeHus ¢paHIy3cKOMY SI3bIKy B bomrapum»
(2003), «BozpoxneHuecKkuil ypok (QpaHIy3CKOTO S3bIKa: JTMHTBOAMIAKTHYECKas PeKOHCTpyKuus» (2005),
«Portfolio des langues a 1'usage des apprenants bulgares» (2001) u mp.

Kaanep Opnena akagemraeckux maiabM Opaniysckoit pecryonmku (2003) 3a TOCTHXEHHSI B ICCIIENO-
BaHUM UCTOPUH 00yueHHs (HPAHIY3CKOMY SI3BIKY.

[Mpodeccop dumursp BecenunoB siBisieTcst pemaktopoM nepuoandeckux uzgannii «[omunmank Co-
¢uiickoro yausepcuteTa» u «Hyx’10€3MKOBO 0OyUEHHE».

B 2019 roxy npodeccop Jumutsp Becennuos u npodeccop 1. MaxxuTtaeBa 3aKIF0UHIN MEMOPAHIYM
W COTJIAlIEHHE O COBMECTHOM PYKOBOJICTBE HAYYHOU pabOTOM JOKTOPAaHTOB IO HampasieHuto «8D02301 —
®dunonorus». B paMkax atoro corpyaandectsa npogdeccop AuMuThp BeceanHOB opranu3oBall CTaXKHUPOBKH
JOKTOPAHTOB [uIsd 00y4YeHHUs! U mpoBeneHus uccienoBanuii B Coguiickom yHuBepcureTe uM. cB. Kiimmenra
Oxpupckoro: Tpoux AokropanToB B 2020 roay u nsonx — B 2025 roxuy.

B 2023 rogy M. banabekoBa ycrnenrHo 3anmrtuia JOKTOpcKyto nuccepranuio (PhD) monx HayyHbIM py-
KOBOJACTBOM mpodeccopa dumurspa Becennnosa, mpodeccopa L. MaxuraeBoil M accoUMUpOBaHHOTO
mpodeccopa H.K. Xan.

[podeccop AumuThp BecennHoB Takke SBISETCS WICHOM PeKOIUIerny xypHaia «BectHuk Kaparan-
JUHCKOTO YHHUBEpcUTeTay (cepust «DUIOIOrHs»).

230 BecTHuk KaparaHgmHckoro yHuBepcuteTa


mailto:dvdimitrov@uni-sofia.bg
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3771-2031

