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Myth and historical facts about Rome and the Huns leader Attila 

In the article ancient Greece myth and hystorical facts about Rome and the Huns leader Attila are considered. 
This article represents about the same pronunciation of the Italian and Kazakh word «Rome» and «Urym». In 
this article information of the European sources about the tribes and their leader Hun Attila, who influenced 
to the fall of the «Eternal City of Rome» is given. Attila is a hero of the Kazakh people, and he also was Edyl 
whose name has a huge and important place in the mythology and poetry of epic poems not only Kazakhs, 
but also the people of Europe. Moreover, his name appears in both stories, and in the mythology of various 
countries. He influenced to the story, tradition of variety countries. The question of the origin of Attila  
touches on the topic of the military campaign of the Huns with the Kipchak steppe to the west during the 4th 
century. 
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World scientists say no just today about the similarity in pronunciation of the ancient Italian word 
«Rome» and Kazakh «Urym» (One of the most accurate and precise argument was made by well-known  
poet, world-renowned scientist-turkologist Olzhas Suleimenov). It must be assumed that the word occurred 
in connection with the prevalence of the Ancient legends of mythical image Kokbori. It is one of the sacred 
symbols of the life and customs and the mode of life of Kazakh people and other Turkic-speaking popula-
tions. For example, a set of words in the Kazakh names — Boribek, Boribay, Baybori, in geographical 
names — Borlisay, Borley tobe, Borlibas etc. is used to this days. 

The name of the city of Rome (Roma) founded in 754 — 753 years BC is certainly connected with the 
Ancient Urum concept, the relationship that did not begin with the last three millennia, its history began from 
the distant Hyperborean epoch. If we say about this problem we have to say that the basis for the construc-
tion of this city were Etruscans whose ancestors came from the Trojans — among Caucasian Hyperborean. 
As it is known from ancient history and the poem of the famous Greek poet Rhapsody Homer «Iliad»  
narrated about fact that after the fall of Troy, one of the heroes of Trojan Aeneas and his troop, also his old 
father Anchises and his son Ascanius escaped in the mountains of Ida and floated by the sea to the territory 
of the Apennine mountains, inhabited by the Latins — Latium. They settled for many years there and their 
descendants Romulus (Rom) and Rem later founded their city — state Rome (Rom). 

It must be considered, that in the Roman mythology, literature twins Romulus and Remus were still 
alive thanks to capitoline wolf (the analog of the ancient Turkic Kokbori). 

The word «Urum» familiar to the Kazakhs from immemorial time, it is evidence of the information 
about the Kazakh customs associated with matchmaking and marriage. For example, academician Alkey 
Margulan wrote, that in the worldview of the Kazakh people are well preserved the traces of the distant  
literary relationship of the ancient Turkic ancestors of the Kazakhs, with the ancient Roman people. The Ka-
zakhs even have a saying: «Send a son to the Urym and a daughter to the Crimea». Folklore always reflects 
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the history and life of the people, in this case we can see that the sons of the Kazakh people were warlike 
men who reached Rome and the girls of the Kazakh people were so nice and clean that they were taken to 
wives from distant countries, such as the Crimea and Egypt [1; 181]. 

Also in the work called «The ancient civilization» was marked: «the exclusive peculiar role of Etrus-
cans in the Rome history and Roman civilization. The Romans took the heroes of Roman mythology Saturn, 
Silvana, Jupiter, Juno, Minerva, Ceres, Liber from the Etruscans. Romans also adopted from the Etruscans 
the priests divination by the flight of birds, by the lightning, by the liver sacrificed to cattle, etc. Before the 
interaction with the Etruscans, the Romans prayed to their gods in the hills, altars, in the open field, but after 
the meeting with the culture of Etruscans the Romans learned to build temples. The building of temples 
taught the Romans to build the city, and then the different techniques of crafts. The most interesting thing is 
that the Romans learned the organization of triumphs for winning leaders from the Etruscans. The Roman 
aristocrats sent their children to study to Etruria. It is also important that the cult and myths of ancient Greece 
were penetrated to Rome exactly through Etruria» [2]. 

We should consentrate on names and definitions of Etruscans: word Etruscan in Latin etruski, tuski, in 
Greek — tursenoi, and the Etruscans called themselves rasna. The people of ancient times believed that the 
Etruscans came from the East who were the refugees failed fall of Troy and associated them with Aeneas 
from whose name got its name Etruscans. 

Now pay attention to the information of the European sources about the tribes and their leader Hun At-
tila, who influenced to the fall of the «Eternal City of Rome». 

First of all, Attila is the hero of the Kazakh people, and he also was Edyl whose name has a huge and 
important place in the mythology and poetry of epic poems not only of Kazakhs, but also the people of Eu-
rope. Moreover, his name appears in both stories, and in the mythology of various countries. 

In the myth about the king of the Huns Edyle said: «After the conquest of the Roman Empire, Edyl 
shouted to the world, that he is the strongest warrior in the history of mankind whom no one else could be 
resisted and declared it would no longer fight and let his horse Altynzhal, which immediately flew to heaven. 
People belong to the remission of horse to the liberty is a bad luck... 

… So after the death of Edil, the conquered empire collapsed — a sign was true. And his horse some-
times appeared in the sky. He observed Edyl receivers. Altynzhal (horse) wanted to go back, if a hero as 
Edyl was born. Of course, if you pay attention to the historical reality, Edyl’s descendants ruled Europe over 
three hundred years. The flourishing epoch of descendants of Edyl falled within the period the reign of Khan 
Bayan. People called the horse of Edyl Altynzhal «tailed star» in the sky. Therefore national signs that «the 
end of the world will come when the «tailed star» fall from heaven» based precisely on the myth about 
Altynzhal» [3; 23] — wrote Samat Uteniyaz. 

Attila is a great leader, the emperior, the leader of the Huns. The period of his life is 400 — 453 BC. 
Greek writer Priisk living among the Huns in 448 BC., Latin writer Jordan, French and British re-

searchers gave this description to Edyl: «Everyone who see him can say clearly that he is Asian. His head is 
large, medium height, stocky build. His eyes are narrow, but his gaze is very shrill, he has a fast walk and his 
voice is very sonorous and pleasant...». He worshiped the Tengri, the sun. Many people called him «Kuday 
tokpak» in the era of Attila. Only his name produced fear on the people. Probably therefore he is called in 
English the Cod scoured, «God's domain», in French — Fleu du Dieu «Happiness Creator», in Spanish — 
Asote de Dios «God's domain», in German — Die Gottgeibel, in Russian — «Scourge of God», in Turkish 
«Tanir қyrzhaby» in Kazakh language — «Kuday tokpak», «Scourge God». 

His name is pronounced by different people in different ways. For example, in Spanish — Attila, in the 
language of the Scandinavian nations — Utley, in old German epics — Etsіl, in Chinese — Atil, in Latin and 
other languages of Europe — Attila, in the folk ballads of Sweden, Denmark and the Faroe Islands — Artala, 
as in Kazakh and among Kazakh people his name is known as Edyl batyr [3; 23]. 

But despite the fact that his name sounds in different languages in different ways and he is known 
among the people of the world, all it means «The great leader, a visionary leader and fair governor of his 
people. He strictly maintained the customs and traditions of their ancestors, who came from the Kipchak 
steppe and never allowed to destroy buildings and cultural monuments of conquered cities. Attila always 
took into account the needs, living conditions and the requirements of the conquered nation. He strictly en-
forced and preserved the ancient traditions of the Huns. During the reign of Attila the Hun empire border 
started with Edil and reached nearly to the territory of present-day France. The historians also called the 
«Golden Age of the Hun empire» during the rule of the Huns of Attila. The Hun Empire saved the whole 
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Europe from the power of the Roman Empire. As a result, the Huns directly contributed to the elimination of 
the slave system in the history of mankind» [4; 18] — writes Professor Nemat Kelimbetov. 

The question about the origin of Attila touches the subject about a Huns military campaign with the 
Kipchak steppe to the west during the ІV century. After the Huns conquered the area between the Aral Sea 
and the Dnieper River (Borysfen) in 450 — 480 years, the fifteenth descendant of Mode Hagan- Balamer 
founded his horde along Edil. In 347 the Huns winning the Gothic tribes and went to Europe and captured 
many tribes. After the death of Balamer, the leader of the Huns became Ulti (in Latin Uldis). In the early 
years of the governing Ulti the Huns weakened and defeated by the Feodosiya forces. After Ulti to the throne 
of the empire of the Huns came Donat, after his death the king of the empire becomes his son Charato. After 
the death of Ulti the leader of the Huns became Donat, then king of the empire becomes his son Charato. 
Since the stay of King Rugil on the throne of the empire The Hun state had increased significantly in the V 
century, all Europe shivered again from the power of the Huns. Taking advantage of the circumstances, 
Rugila assembled troops, sent an ambassador to Konstanitinopol, he demanded returning the refugees but the 
Emperor of the Eastern part of Rome rejected the request of the ambassador, which made Rugila furious and 
he made several trips which the Roman Empire could not rebuff and was defeated. Thus the lion's share of 
lands of the Roman Empire turned out in the hands of the Huns emperor. Among the conquered land was the 
province of Pannonia which some time later was called Hungriya which translated to Latin language «land of 
the Huns» (Hungria). Later the area became the nucleus of the state of the Huns, in Russian this land is 
called Hungary. 

The strengthening of the Huns who came to the territory Hungry arised fear and made the Roman Em-
pire to go to agreement. But with all this the Romans did not fulfill their obligations, instead secretly 
strengthened and increased its troops. After the death of Rugily the European part of the Huns empire in 433 
was headed by Attila and Bleda. To clarify this, the king of the Huns Rugily had two brothers, one of them is 
Mundzuk who was the son of Attila and the second brother is Oktar and his son Bled. After the death of Bled 
in 445 year all powerfully, clearly passed into the hands of Attila [5; 75]. 

During the reign of Attila the Hun empire strengthened also in strategic way, Romans voluntarily went 
to the agreement to establish friendly relations with Hun horde and all efforts tried to keep these relation-
ships. Since 430 years the Romans were forced to pay tribute to the Huns and plenty of other taxes, the size 
of which increased from day to day. The Western Roman Empire gave in possession to the Huns province of 
Pannonia in the 30 years of the V century. The state was increased by the Huns in the middle of V century. 
In 447 the leader of the Huns Attila made a campaign against Byzantium. He flattened the Balkan peninsula 
and almost made it the state capital. After that, Attila began to prepare his troops to march westward. 

Attila recognized the secret politics of Romans and was forced to strike the West Rome. But the Pope 
Leon with the group of bishops made a decision of the Roman senate in which he said: «We are now going 
to obey Attila, we will do what he orders, just in the name of God, let him not touch the holy city Rome». 
Attila agreed, and did not enter the open gates of Rome, and walked by his side and went on. 

Some sources say that it is Attila plundered and destroyed the «the Eternal City of Rome», though it is 
not believable. In fact the German kings envied the Huns and decided to outrun them in the conquest of 
Rome with the result that German army was headed by King Alaric rushed to Rome in 410 and inflicted a 
crushing blow from which the «Eternal City» was not able to recover[6; 89]. 

Attila left his mark not only in history, but in the films and literature of the peoples of Europe and Asia. 
After Attila's death his bright image was reflected in the literature of all nations. Some information includes 
the work of Samat Uteniyaz «Attila»: «German historians found some manuscript in Latin in 1777 when 
viewing Baviery archive. This description is about the first campaign of Attila to Gaul wrote in the form of 
the poem» [3; 23]. 

German scientists came to conclusion that the poem was written in VІ century, but the author is not 
known. In the XIII century one person rewrote the manuscript and it is preserved very well. 

Firstly, the scientists found one part consisting of the 13 parts, and then the other parts. Author of the 
poem tried to convey all the historical events. Historical events described in the poem became the storyline 
of many works in the future. 

In 1780 M. Fischer made a large-circulation edition of the poem in Munich. 
The aforementioned poem contains the evidence of some monuments existed with inscriptions of Attila 

and Hunnic horde that even during the lifetime of the Attila, many of which, unfortunately, did not reach our 
times. Also the poem contains words used in the Hunnic horde. 
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In some parts of the poem we can find some words of Virgil. The author had written to one of his rela-
tive, therefore the author of the manuscript was a monk. 

The image of Attila engaged a huge place in the heroic epics of literature of Scandinavian nations, first-
ly in the national epic «Edda». The content of the epic consists of two parts. The first part consists of didactic 
and small mythological epics. And the second — of the heroic one. According to scientists this manuscript 
was written in the XIII century. This manuscript is preserved in the Royal Library of Copenhagen in Den-
mark. The main characters of the epic are Sigurd Bryunhilda and Atli (Attila), and the content is based on the 
life and tragedy of the Nibelungen. The poem «Edda» also has three epics of «Epic of Sigurd» and two «Epic 
of Attila,» one of which is the Icelandic version, and another is Greenlandic. 

Secondly, written in the middle of the XIII century the epic «Saga about Volsunge» consists of the  
poem «Edda». But they are not in a poetic form. 

Thirdly, the man who wrote the poem «Edda» in the genre of fiction is Snorri Sturluson  
(1178 — 1241), an Icelandic historian, poet, and prominent political figure. Turning out in his poem, he gave 
a brief history of the Nibelung («The Rhine Gold»). 

Fourthly, the poem is called «The Saga of Tidrek,» written in the middle of the XIII century. This poem 
consists of myths about the biography of the life of Bernd Dietrich. 

Fifthly, mythology called «Tales about Nornageste» written in 1330. Some parts of this poem are taken 
from the «Edda». 

Sixthly, ballads of Scandinavian nations. In general, the folk ballads of Denmark, Sweden and the Faroe 
Peninsula devoted to myths of the Nibelungs. These ballads also have the presence of passages and a plot of 
«Saga of Tidreke», «Edda», etc. 

Seventhly, written in 1603 «The Hven Chronicle» was translated from Latin into Danish. There is an is-
land Hven on the Danish archipelago Outland. In the mentioned work contains the history of Hven and pas-
sages and events of the «Epic of Nibelungen» and «Saga of Tidrek.» 

Poetry of the German people and the peoples of Scandinavia passed on from generation to generation 
orally in verse form. All the works of these people, their heroic epics have a warlike character, they sang the 
praises of the heroism and love to the country. Early epic works were presented in written form only in the 
XIII century. For example, the epic poem «The Song of the Nibelungs» was completely written in 1220. A 
Scandinavian epic «Ed» was already set out in writing in the IX century. 

Epic «Edda» is one of the greatest literary works of the Icelandic people in all the literary works of 
Scandinavia. The main theme of the works of the Scandinavia people of that period is the process of the 
«Great Migration» which left a deep mark in the history of mankind. 

Here is a summary of «Edda», the main positive hero of which is the king of the Huns, Attila (in epic — Utley) 
«The Kingdom of the Ostrogoths led by King Ermanarik was destroyed by the Huns on the Black Sea. 

The epic «Edda» tells the story of Ermanarik and Svanhild. 
Ermanarik (Iormunrik) secretly send his son Randverd to his fiancée Svanhilde. A counselor of 

Randverd — Bikki disparaged Randverd and Svanhild in the presence of Ermanarik, throwing an apple of 
discord between father and son, said that his son and daughter-in-law escaped to relatives of Svanhild and 
will never return home. Stupid Ermanarik ordered to kill Randverd and Svanhild and brothers and relatives 
of Svanhild vowed to avenge the death of their sister. Finally, the bloody battle erupted, Ermanarik was mor-
tally wounded, many young men died because of bad Bikki faith. 

During his lifetime Ermanarik was very strict with his family and friends, so many of them left their 
land and found refuge with the king of the Huns Edyl (Utley) «[7; 135, 136]. 

Academic A. Margulan writes: «Manas» and «Big Edda» are similar. In both epics the main characters, 
Utley and Manas, poisoned. Both characters have dreams before death. Utley saw dreaming that his life left 
him in the form of flying white bird and the trees in his garden are excavated. We find realistic historical 
events in the life of the Huns in the epic «Manas». In «Big Edda» Edyl entered into battle with thirty soldiers 
and Cambory and his son Bamsy from the epic «Korkit» — with forty soldiers, Manas — also with 
forty» [7; 181]. 

In these legends we can vividly imagine the tradition, faith and psychology of the Kipchaks. We can 
even assume that the epic poem «The Song of the Nibelungs», «Valtariya» were written by hand of Kipchak. 
About this Murad Adji writes: «The authors of «The Song of the Nibelungs» and «Valtariya», no doubt, 
were Kipchaks by the blood, they still remembered the adat steppe, it is felt by many, very precise details. 
That's why their hero Etzel (Attila) kept generosity even seemingly prohibitive, from the European point of 
view, situation» [8; 46]. 
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М.М. Иманғазинов 

Ғұн басшысы Аттила жайлы мифтер жəне тарихи фактілер 

Мақалада көне дəуір мифологиясы мен əдеби туындылар жəне сол кезеңдегі атышулы Атилла 
батырдың Еуропаға жорығы, Рим империясын жаулап алуы көрсетілген. Рим атауының этимологиясы 
түркі тілдерінен бастау алғаны туралы пайымдаулар жазылған. Еділ патшаның шапқыншылық 
жорықтарымен қоса, сол жорықтар жайлы жазылған түрлі халықтардың аңыз-əңгімелері де 
топтастырылған. Халықтардың ұлы қоныс аударуы Еуропа мен Азия халқының этникалық құрамы, 
мəдениеті мен тіліне өзгерістер əкелді. Келтірілген тарихи деректер мен аңыз-əңгімелер қазіргі 
мемлекеттердің түбі бір түркі халқынан бастау алғанын пайымдайды. Аталмыш пайымдауды растау 
мақсатында қазақ тілінің сөз тарихы еуразиялық кеңістікте, кең көлемде қарастырылды. 

Кілт сөздер: Еврипид, көне дəуір, Аттила, ғұндар, Рим, ежелгі аңыздар. 

 

М.М. Имангазинов 

Мифы и исторические факты о предводителе гуннов Аттиле 

В статье рассмотрены древнеказахские мифологические предания в римской литературе. Особое 
внимание уделено легендам об Атилле, его походам в Европу, в том числе и в Древний Рим. Вопрос о 
происхождении Аттилы затрагивает тему военной кампании гуннов с кипчакской степью на Западе в 
IV веке. Обоснована идея о том, что слово «Рим» имеет тюркоязычное происхождение. Для 
доказательства связи древнеказахской и древнеримской мифологии автор обращается к фольклорным 
произведениям, отражающим историю и жизнь народа. Cделан вывод об отдаленных литературных 
связях древнетюркских предков казахов с древнеримским народом. Также в статье представлены 
легенды разных народов, связанные с гунами и Аттилой, что доказывают их общее происхождение. 

Ключевые слова: Еврипид, античность, Аттила, гуны, Рим, древние предания. 
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