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Linguistic representation of the phenomenon of
national identity in Kazakhstani mass media

The article explores the verbalization of the phenomenon of national identity in the context of Kazakhstani
media discourse as an important channel for transmitting societal values and norms. The study focuses on two
popular online news platforms that shape public opinion in Kazakhstan. The methodological framework is
based on discourse analysis, which makes it possible to identify linguistic and stylistic features that contribute
to the construction of perceptions of national belonging. The paper examines authors’ strategies of influenc-
ing the reader, the choice of vocabulary, and mechanisms for creating persistent stereotypes that reflect or
shape national self-awareness. Special attention is given to the role of the author as an active subject of media
discourse and the influence of the socio-political context on the perception of identity. The research findings
emphasize the significance of media discourse in the process of forming collective identity and public senti-
ment in contemporary Kazakhstan.
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Introduction

National identity represents a complex and multifaceted phenomenon, deeply interwoven with social,
philosophical, psychological, cultural, and ethnic dimensions. The exploration of national identity necessi-
tates a holistic approach, acknowledging its fluid and dynamic nature. A vast body of research dedicated to
this subject has enabled the identification and categorization of key approaches to its understanding.
A. Yashin defines identity as “a property of the human psyche to express in aggregate the idea of his belong-
ing to various social, national, professional, linguistic, political, religious, racial, and other groups or com-
munities, or to identify himself with a particular person as the embodiment of the properties inherent in these
groups or communities” [1]. This definition underscores the inherent interconnectedness between individual
self-perception and collective affiliation.

Given that identity involves the self-determination of an individual, its study must encompass all inter-
acting elements. Societal elements exert a considerable influence on identity formation, as individuals inter-
nalize experiences, knowledge, and both favorable and unfavorable perspectives originating from their social
milieu. The heightened interest in social identity issues witnessed in recent decades is, therefore, a natural
consequence of its pervasive influence on individual and collective behavior. This study specifically focuses
on the defining characteristics of national identity, a prominent subset of social identity, while acknowledg-
ing the intricate interplay between the two.

The importance of examining national identity arises from its inherent susceptibility to change, driven
by crucial factors such as political ideologies, economic fluctuations, the rise of multiculturalism, and assimi-
lation processes. Globalization, migration patterns, and technological advancements further contribute to the
evolving landscape of national identity. Understanding these dynamic forces is essential for navigating the
complexities of modern society and fostering inclusive and cohesive communities. The continuous re-
evaluation and adaptation of national identity in response to these influences highlight its enduring relevance
in the 21st century.

Material and research methods

The investigation of national identity in this work is carried out through a discursive practice approach.
E. Chepkina asserts that “the identity of the subject arises in discourse and, accordingly, every statement of
the subject is an action to establish his own identity” [2]. The authors examine the phenomenon of national
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identity in Kazakhstan through the prism of media discourse, recognizing the fundamental role of mass me-
dia in shaping and conveying concepts of national identity in contemporary society. Thanks to its extensive
audience reach, media discourse possesses the capacity to influence the formation of national ideology and
national self-consciousness while serving as a representative material for the analysis of the verbalization of
national identity.

The study includes media texts from two of the most recognized Kazakhstani news websites: tengrin-
ews.kz and inform.kz. Content analysis of the national identity phenomenon, supplemented by linguocultural
commentary within the media context, facilitates not only the reinforcement of existing national stereotypes
but also their re-evaluation in light of globalization and cultural exchange.

Results and Discussion

National identity encompasses a perception of “the nation as a coherent whole, represented by unique
traditions, culture, and language” [3]. It is not an innate characteristic; however, an individual’s nationality
directly influences the self-identification process. E. Hobsbaum aptly observes that the former ideal of states
comprised a linguistically, culturally, and ethnically homogeneous populace [4]. In the contemporary world
due to globalization and political dynamics along with significant migration most countries have become
multi-ethnic. And therefore creation of unified national identity among citizens, which serves to consolidate
society, is considered an acute problem. There is a burgeoning need for developing an identity that is based
not only on ethnic origin and shared historical legacies, but also on a unity of opinions, principles, and moral
values.

The self-identification of individuals is an intricate and multifaceted process. Moreover, integration into
a society characterized by ethnic, linguistic, religious, and cultural diversity complicates the already chal-
lenging identification process. Being part of the USSR has left an indelible mark on the current demographic
landscape of Kazakhstan. In the context of the presence of numerous ethnic groups, the acquisition of inde-
pendence, and a dynamically developing world, the issue of forming a national identity that can serve as a
unifying tool for the multi-million population of Kazakhstani society has become one of the most pressing
challenges.

The issue of national identity has been extensively examined by various Kazakhstani scholars, includ-
ing R.K. Kadyrzhanov [5], .M. Akylbaeva [6], D. Sharipova [7], M.B. Zhiyenbayev [8], M.Sh. Kaba-
ziev [9], and Zh.E. Kolbachaeva [10]. There are also some works highlighting the importance of mass media
in shaping the identity of a nation [11]. Following the attainment of independence, the state was confronted
with the imperative of establishing a unified identity for all citizens of Kazakhstan. The Kazakh government
has implemented several policies aimed at fostering ethnic harmony. One notable initiative is the Assembly
of the People of Kazakhstan, which works towards strengthening interethnic relations and promoting nation-
al unity. President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev emphasizes the significance of preserving interethnic harmony
within the nation. His principle of “Unity in Diversity” has inspired a corresponding project aimed to show-
case the cultural diversity and intercultural synergy present in Kazakhstan.

Despite the vigorous promotion of the “Unity in Diversity” concept, which includes ethnic, linguistic,
cultural, and religious diversity, there is a bit of dispute over national identity within society. On one hand,
there is a growing population of Kazakh-speaking people who aspire to revive the heritage of the Turkic
world and keep the distinctive national characteristics of the Kazakh people. On the other hand, there is a
number of russified Kazakhs who are westernized, support bilingualism, and cultivated more adaptive
worldview. This dichotomy regarding national self-identification among the Kazakh-speaking populace
compels the authors to address this critical issue pertinent to contemporary Kazakhstan.

This article presents an analysis of selected news articles about events in Kazakhstan and globally, en-
compassing economic, political, and cultural issues. A prominent indicator of national identity that can easily
be seen in the text is the usage of words representing nations and nationalities. Consequently, the lexemes
such as «Ka3zakcran», «Kazakcrannsikrapy, «Kaszakcranabiky, less frequently «Kasak emi» are used.

The creation of news is a collaborative effort involving the media text author and editors. Being product
of multiple contributors, the news message encapsulates a wide range of representations of national identity.
A significant aspect of national identity manifestation in news messages is the author’s self-identification
with the Kazakh nation, which reflects a sense of belonging. In this context, the focus shifts to the varied lin-
guistic expressions indicative of such involvement, representing a linguistic approach to the examination of
national identity. The use of possessive pronouns, in particular, often serves to express the author’s identifi-
cation with his nation. Compare:
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— Jlunnomam skomypusmuiy Kasaxcmarn yuin mManuizovliviebiHa epexute moxkmanovl. Komu Jluumiy
aumyviHua, 0i30iy en-Kycmapovl OAKbIIAUMbIH KAybIMOACMbIK yuin 6acmul bageimmapowiy Oipi [inform.kz
13.01.25];

— 2024 ducolnbl enimiz XanblKapanielk apenaoda 0ipKkamap mManwbizobl iC-ulapaniapea Kamvicmol, Oy eaoiy
arcahanovly Gedenin apmmulpy2a JHcaHe XANbIKAPAILIK bIHMLIMAKMACMBIKINGL HbIEAUMY2a bIKNAL emmi
[inform.kz 04.01.25].

The identity factor may also be examined through the lens of modality, particularly text modality. Ac-
cording to N. Valgina, modality constitutes a crucial component of text formation and perception, as it inte-
grates all text units into a cohesive semantic and structural entirety [12]. E. Anisimova posits that “modality
is a category that encompasses a variety of types of qualification of the reported, incorporating both subjec-
tive (emotional, positive, negative, etc.) and objective (logical, intellectual, etc.) assessments of the text’s
content” [13].

Objectivity in journalism represents an aspirational standard that is exceedingly challenging to attain.
Despite the ostensible neutrality of presentation, the author’s perspective on the events described inevitably
infiltrates the text, manifesting implicitly through subtle cues that an observant reader must discern. Uncov-
ering this implicit subjectivity necessitates considerable effort and critical analysis. The challenge lies not
solely in the intentional manipulation of facts — although this occurs — but in the unconscious influence of
the author’s worldview, values, and beliefs throughout the news story creation process.

This subjectivity is evident at all phases of text development, from topic selection to final editing. At
the outset, during the fact selection stage, the journalist filters the information. He chooses one incident that
is worth audience attention among dozens or even hundreds. This selection, regardless of its apparent obvi-
ousness, is inherently subjective.

The subsequent stage, interpretation of events, is particularly vulnerable to subjectivity. The author of
the media text employs various verbal techniques, specific words, syntactic constructions, and stylistic de-
vices to shape the reader’s perception of unfolding events.

Ultimately, the manifestation of modality is reflected in the accompanying commentary. An analysis of
the presentation style, the frequency of certain word usage, and the application of rhetorical devices enables
the revelation of the author’s underlying position. For example:

— Keéaopobune Kazaxcmanza 0a xendi: mockaywin Koo sconvl Kanoau? [an ocel scam KulivlK enimizee
Oe acemin omoip [inform.kz 21.12.24].

Informing readers about the appearance of quadrobics in Kazakhstan, the author intentionally depicts
this phenomenon in a negative light, as evidenced by the selective vocabulary, including terms such as
«rockaybu» (obstacle) and «kat KpUTBIK» (inappropriate behavior). The title of the article, which captivates
the reader’s attention, is formulated as an interrogative sentence (Quadrobics have come to Kazakhstan: how
can they be prevented?), thereby semantically reflecting the author’s stance regarding quadrobics.

A notable characteristic of media texts is evaluative semantics. The analysis revealed that articles and
news reports from Kazakhstani media over the past two years predominantly convey positive information.
Compare:

— Kazaxcmannwiy 400-2e sicyvix ouniomamol cupex mindepoi menyeepeen [inform.kz 19.12.24].

Positive information disseminated through the media significantly influences a nation’s image, with na-
tional identity serving as a crucial component. An individual’s capacity to identify with their country is en-
hanced by an appealing image and favorable reputation of the country. Both image and reputation are dy-
namic constructs; thus, they necessitate continuous management. The media plays a pivotal role in this re-
gard. The publication of positive articles instills a sense of pride among the citizens of Kazakhstan and culti-
vates favorable associations among international audience. Phenomenon of national identity elucidates the
choice to highlight the proficiency of domestic diplomats in foreign languages. Although the role of a diplo-
mat inherently requires knowledge of foreign languages, the author of the media text deemed it essential to
underscore the number of Kazakhstani diplomats proficient in rare foreign languages. Take a look at another
example:

— buwvin Mboorcinicke yw 3ay maza xazax mininde azipaenin mycken. Xwin oacvinan Ilapaamenm
Kapayvlna mycken 3ay0apobly iwinde yuieyi maza Kazax mininoe azipieneen. byn mypanwt oenymam Ab3zan
Kycnan Typxicman kanacvinwiy epexuie Mmapmebeci mypaivl 3aH H#oOACLIH MAIKbLIAY Ke3iHOe aummbl
[inform.kz 18.12.24].

The formulation of three bills in the Kazakh language is another example of positive news. Previously,
laws and other normative legal acts were written in Russian and then translated into Kazakh, which empha-
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sizes the prevailing language dynamics in Kazakhstan, marked by a distinct predominance of Russian over
the state language. Such developments, which pertain to linguistic matters, are prevalent within the media
discourse of Kazakhstan, as language serves a pivotal role in national differentiation.

Additionally, the realm of positive news encompasses notable events on the global stage and the ac-
complishments of compatriots, which collectively evoke a sense of national pride. In Kazakh media, articles
referencing foreign states and representatives of other nationalities are particularly common. It reflects a de-
sire for acknowledgment by the international community. This endorsement and recognition of “others”, in
this context, serves to enhance the collective self-esteem of the nation. For example:

— Ywax anamoel: O3epoaiidican HYpmol KA3aK XAAKbIHA ANbIC atimuln dcamulp. OKiniwke xapai, aye
anamwinan mepm Ooneanoap bap, bopmma donean bapieix Kazaxkcman azamamol Katimsic 6010vl. Anamman
aman Kaneawn sxcanoapea 0i30iy dapicepiep men 6acKka 0a KY3uipibl 0P2aHOAPObIH MAMAHOAPLL HCAH-HCAKIbL
Kemex kopcemin scamuip [inform.kz 28.12.24].

In the context of the Azerbaijani plane crash near Aktau, the author documents the gratitude expressed
by Azerbaijani citizens towards the Kazakh populace. This gratitude emphasizes the provision of healthcare
by Kazakh doctors and various support services. Such expressions of appreciation reflect a sense of pride in
the proactive stance of the state and its commendable ethical character.

— Kaszax xanxvlHuly Kublh comme2i KOMeZiH apoatbiM ecme CAKmaumvly — a3epoaudican minuici
[inform.kz 25.12.24].

The author included a quotation from an Azerbaijani correspondent in the title, in which he thanks Ka-
zakh people for their assistance during challenging times. This indicates author’s engagement in the event
and his civic stance. The existence of an “observer” in the form of the international community may exem-
plify the emergence of ethnocentrism, manifested in the aspiration to showcase the distinctiveness of one’s
culture. Compare:

— Masicapcmanoa «Kazaxcmannoly Kewnenoinepiy ammvl kopmeni 12 muly adam mamauianaovl
[inform.kz 10.12.24].

The announcement regarding the exhibition “Nomads of Kazakhstan” in Hungary highlights the attend-
ance of 12,000 visitors, subtly suggesting a significant interest in nomadic culture among foreign audience.
Culture plays a crucial role in the development of national identity. The internalization of culture, its preser-
vation, and its acknowledgment by external entities are integral to the process of national self-identification
among individuals.

The achievements of citizens and recognition by the international community, also significantly influ-
ence individuals’ positive perceptions of their national identity. The success of notable compatriots instills a
sense of pride. This pride constitutes a fundamental element of the emotional component of national identity,
which is reflected in the prominence of publications about distinguished representatives of Kazakhstan with-
in the media discourse. Examples include:

— Kasaxcmanovix akmep Hoio-Hopkme mapanamia ue 6010w1 [inform.kz 10.01.25];

— Kazaxcmanowix sicac anwi Epocan Maxcum J{ybaiioa emxen xanvikapanvix 6edendi SANREMO BEST
SONG 2025 baiikayvinviy 6ac scyndecin scenin anowl [inform.kz 10.01.25];

— Kazaxcman Global Firepower (GFP) 2025 petimuneinde 1,1016 ynaii scunan, 58-wi opvinuan 57-wi
opvinea kemepinoi. Byn pemme enimiz ackepu Kyamwl dcasvinan Opmanvix A3usoasel ey y30iK memiexem
mapmebecin cakman Kanowl [inform.kz 13.01.25].

Another determinant in the formation of national identity is the territorial expanse of the state. The size
of the territory, natural resources, and geographical features collectively shape the image of the country for
its citizens, while also serving as influential factors in attracting tourists. Pay attention:

— Kasaxcman 2025 ocoiivr Keimatioagel ey nepcnekmuganvlk Mypucmix 0agvlm oen MmaHwliobl
[inform.kz 10.01.25].

Acknowledgment of Kazakhstan as the best destination to travel in 2025 by Chinese citizens reflects a
positive international public opinion of Kazakhstan in the matter of tourism supply.

A recurring theme in Kazakhstan’s media discourse is the aspiration to engage with cultural phenomena
that are likely to captivate the audience. For instance:

— XKaxwinoa 2021 scviner anemee aiizini 6onzan manviman «Kanvmap oliblHbly CepuanbiHbly KONmeH
KymKeH eKiHuii Maycwimol scapbik kopoi. Cepuanoa Kazax XauKblHa emeHne maHvlC Yemen otblHOapbl KOpiHic
manmul. Cepuan agmopiapbl Kopepmenoi OUHAMUKATLIK CIONCEMIMEH 2aHA eMeC, HCAHA ColHAKMAPbIMEH 0e
Kauma mayeanovipovl. Koisvigvl con, scana maycvimoassl ketioip ouvinoap Opmanvix A3us kowneHoiepiniy
yammulK olbiHOapuiHa Kammol YKcatiovl [inform.kz 06.01.25].
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In this media text, the author draws an analogy between the games portrayed in the widely acclaimed
television series “The Squid Game” and the ancient games of nomadic societies. Such content reflects the
author’s intention to highlight the rich spiritual and cultural legacy of the Kazakh people. Recently, Kazakh-
stan has aimed to distance itself from Russia while advancing closer relations with the Turkic world. This
pursuit of Eurasian integration is similarly endorsed by other Turkic nations. Evidence of this is manifested
through the organization of the “Nomad Games” and various cultural events that promote Turkic traditions
and customs. The inclination to reconnect with one’s roots is grounded in the notion that the preservation of
identity is significantly influenced by the recollection of historical narratives. The perception and assessment
of oneself and the surrounding world are largely shaped by national history and culture, which are transmit-
ted across generations. Thus, the identity of a community, people, or state is constructed through historical
traditions that have evolved over extended periods. Within the media landscape of Kazakhstan, an “external
perspective” on the country is especially prevalent. In one of the articles, the author offers readers an over-
view of significant political developments from the preceding year:

— 2024 dcolnbl enimiz XanblKapanvlk anmsl Yuvimea mepaganvik emmi. Ewkawan enimiz 6ip ocolnoa
MYHWA yivimea mepazansvlk emnezen. Aman avumxanoa, Kazaxcman [llauxail binmolMakmacmuolk Yivlmol,
Yoicoimovix kayincizoix wapmol yuvimol, A3undasel e3apa ic-KUMbLL HCoHe CeHIM wapanapvl JHCoHinoezl
xenec, Typki memnexemmepi Yilvimsl, Apandvl Kymyapy XaibiKapaiblk Kopwl, A3eik-mynik Kayincizoiei
arconinoeai Henam yiivimvina mepaea 6010wl [inform.kz 19.12.24];

— Buvinevr axnan avvinoa Iepmanusanviy 6e0endi uLIbIMU-CAPANMAMATLIK Opmanviebl — «fvlivim
arcone cascam Kopvly «Opma Oepicaganap — XAnblKapanblk Cascammagbl Manybl30vl axmopiapy ammol
KoeMOl MaKanaiap s’cunazvii wwvieaposvl. Onoa Kaszaxcman anzaw pem opma oepaicasanap Kamapviia eHoi
[inform.kz 19.12.24].

Acknowledgement of Kazakhstan as a middle power strengthens its position of influence on the interna-
tional political arena. It is widely recognized that the enhancement of a nation’s foreign policy potential is
essential for the effective identification and representation of its citizens.

The category of positive news often includes news about the most developed areas of Kazakhstan. One
of them is digitalization. Kazakhstan is among the most digitally developed countries in the world. This is
definitely something people of Kazakhstan can be proud of:

— Kazaxcmanowikmap eGov Mobile xocvimwiacel apkvinel eaz2a Kocwliyea omiHiu 6epe anadvl
[inform.kz 19.12.24];

— Kazaxcman onnauin-Kbizmemmep unoexci ootviHwa 10 kewbacwvl endiy kamapwina kipodi. byeinoe
B¥¥Y bazanayvr botivinua Kasaxeman yugprandvlpy caracelnoa ineepi scemicmikmepoi Kopcemin ombip.
biz0iy enimiz 193 memnexem apaceinoa 24-wi opvinoa, cOHOQU-AK OHIAAUH-KbIZMemmep UHOEeKCE OOUbIHUA
10 xowbacwvinwvly Kamapvina xipeoi. Kaszaxcman Taowcikeman, Toco, Cveppa-Jleone cusixmul endepmen
971eKMPOHObL YKIMEM CANACbIHOAbl 03bIK weuimoepin bonice 6acmaodst [inform.kz 11.12.24].

The author emphasizes that Kazakhstan intends to share its experience with other nations, including Ta-
jikistan, Sierra Leone, and Togo. Articles highlighting achievements in digitalization accentuate the im-
portance of digital reforms in Kazakhstan. It is posited that showcasing greatest strengths and masking
weaknesses may reflect a national characteristic of the Kazakh people. This is evidenced by culturally in-
fused phrase such as «’KamaHbIH *achIpbITI, JKaKCBICHIH achIpbI», which has similar meaning with the idiom
“Don’t wash your dirty linen in public”.

An analysis of media texts indicates that negative assessments in the Kazakh mass media, when depict-
ing events or facts, is less prevalent than positive portrayals. For instance:

— Kazaxcman xenip maceneci oxmuin-okmouin komepinedi. Cebebi apacviHOa candacwl3 CATbIHAMbI,
JIcbLiea dicemneti akay wvlKKanol oap. Kenoeyoi xaxcem ememini xanwama [inform.kz 20.12.24];

— «Tooic ocemiciy: KazaxcmanOvikmapowvly KoOI aHAHACMbL JHCAHA IICHLL MepeKeciHoe eaHd anaodvl
[inform.kz 20.12.24].

It is important to note that in the last example, the negative assessment is subtly veiled. No adverse
events or situations are listed; however, the reader may discern an implicit critique of the financial circum-
stances of Kazakhs, raising the question, “Why can Kazakhs afford pineapples only for New Year?”

The predominance of positive articles in Kazakh media discourse may be attributable to several factors.
Primarily, this tendency reflects a characteristic of the Kazakh mentality to slide over one’s faults and show-
case one’s dignity. Secondly, Kazakh mass media lack full freedom of expression. In a country where a ma-
jority of media outlets rely on government funding, there’re almost no opportunities for criticizing activities
of the government. Consequently, the restriction or absence of this fundamental right profoundly impacts the
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construction of national identity in Kazakhstan. Having large audience, mass media functions not only as a
channel for transmitting the national idea but also as an instrument in its formation.

Continuing the discussion on evaluation semantics within the Kazakhstani media landscape, particularly
in the Kazakh-language segment, attention is drawn to the optimistic perspective of the author in a media
text:

— Illemende Oinim anvin ocypeen cmyoeHmmepOiy cauvl OOUbIHWA 27emOesi ey y30ik 15 endiy
apacvinoa Keimaii (1 man-nan acmam cmyoenm) xkowr 6acmaca, Kazaxcmarn mizimuiy coyvinoa (78 mvigHan
acmam cmyoenm) myp. ecenmen, en mypeviHOApvIHblY wemende OKUMbIH cmyOoeHmmepee KamblHACHIH
ecenmetmin 6oncax, anemoezi mon-3 endiy kamapvina Cupus, O30excman dcome Kazaxcmawn Kipedi.
Kazaxcmannviy ap6ip 250—wi  mypevinvl  wemende 6iniv  anvin ocamuip. JKIO Oeneeriin  manoay
xepcemxenoeu, Cupus, Henan, Ozb6excman dcaone Kazaxcmannwly dKOHOMUKATLIK KOPCEMKIumepi momeH
bonzanvlna Kapamacmaw, OV enoep 03 Hcacmapuvli wemenze 03blK OiliM anyea Jicibepyee muipbicoln Keneoi
[inform.kz 10.01.25].

According to the journalist, China occupies the foremost position in the global ranking of countries with
the highest number of students studying abroad, whereas Kazakhstan ranks last. This text fragment is charac-
terized by ambivalence; on one hand, there is a distinctly negative assessment, while on the other hand, the
author endeavors to alter the narrative. The author highlights that in relation to the population of Kazakhstan,
one in every 250 Kazakhs studies at a foreign university, which constitutes a considerable statistic. Further-
more, it is indicated that, despite low economic indicators, nations such as Uzbekistan, Nepal, Syria, and Ka-
zakhstan are striving to send their youth to developed countries for educational opportunities. The media text
conveys the author’s optimistic perspective on the situation. The trait of optimism, perceived as a national
characteristic of the Kazakh people, has been evident throughout the historical development of society. Pres-
ently, the significance of public optimism has begun to be articulated by members of the Assembly of the
People of Kazakhstan (APK) at various forums. It is apparent that the concept of fostering a unified national
identity in a multinational and sovereign Kazakhstan is bolstered by the citizens’ belief in a prosperous fu-
ture.

Sports hold a prominent position within the information landscape of Kazakhstan. Specifically, the ath-
letic accomplishments of the nation’s citizens on the global stage frequently serve as a source of national
pride, contributing to a positive national image and influencing individual self-perception positively. Ka-
zakhstan's mass media is abundant with articles dedicated to the success of its athletes. Examples include:

— @pucmatin—mozyroan Kazaxcmarn xypamacwvinvly cnopmusicol Anacmacus [opooko Anmameioa
OMIN JHCAMKAH JHCACOCNIPIMOED aAPACHIHOAZLL dNIEM YEMNUOHATBIHOA KYMIc Medalb dicenin anowl [inform.kz
07.01.25];

— Kazaxcman gvickbi A3us otivindaper mapuxwvinoa 200-ce ocyvix medans dcenin anean [inform.kz
09.01.25];

— Kazaxcman xypamacel cemcepiecyoer Onem Kyboevinoa scyndezep amanowt [inform.kz 05.01.25];

— Kazaxcmanowlx ayeip amaem Kamapoa exi pem pexopo opnammet [inform.kz 24.12.24].

The role of sports as a subdiscourse in the formation of national identity was studied in the work of
P.G. Astashkina regarding the 2016 Olympic Games, demonstrating how the Olympics “served as a catalyst
for both the construction of national identity within the media and its representation by commentators” [14].

Another media text discusses the conclusion of a tournament involving the Kazakhstan national team:

— Kazaxcman xamvickan United Cup myprupiniy scenivnasvl anvlkmanovl. Ocvl apaiac KOManoaIblK
Jlcapuicka exinwi pem xamvickan Kasaxcman kypamacel ocapmoeinati ¢unanrea Oeitin oscemmi. Ouoa
Honvwaza scon 6epoi. [lupex gunanda kazaxcmanoblKmap omKeH JHcoligbl YeMnuon I epmanusansv ymmol
[inform.kz 05.01.25].

Notably, despite the national team’s loss, the author perceives participation itself as a significant
achievement, emphasizing that the Kazakhstan team managed to reach the semifinals in only its second ap-
pearance. This fact highlights the theme of optimism prevalent in much of the Kazakh media’s material.

Within the Kazakh media, the topic of national identity is intrinsically linked to the figure of the coun-
try’s president, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev. For example:

— Ilpesudenm: Kazax mininoezi meduaza xonoay xkepcemxim xendi [inform.kz 03.01.25];

— Kacvim->Komapm Toxaes ouvin 23 pem wem memiexemre canapaadst, 19 xareixapanvi opym men
CAMMUM HCYMBICHIHA AMCATBICIbL. XATbIKAPALIK IC-UApaniap aacelioa o3ee endiy bacuwvliapvimen 27 pem
xez0ecmi. Memnexem bacwwiiapvimen 49 mapme menegpon apxviivt cotnecmiy [inform.kz 04.01.25].
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The President frequently asserts the necessity of strengthening national identity, elevating the status of
the state language, and emphasizing principles of harmony, unity, and peace. It’s a known fact that National
identity is recognized as a determinant of an individual’s affiliation with the nation as a political community.
The President, along with the entire political elite, assumes a prominent role within the media landscape of
Kazakhstan. Each of his statements expresses not only personal but also collective position of the whole na-
tion.

The analysis indicates that, in recent years, the Kazakh media has endeavored to reinforce national pride
within society by enhancing the promotion of social values, traditional family structures, and healthy life-
style, while also highlighting the nation’s historical heritage. The Kazakh language is portrayed as a symbol
of national pride, and individuals who significantly contribute to its popularization often become heroes in
TV news and newspaper articles. For example:

— Ilemponaenovix Ootiocemxen Asocan Kouwwlball Kasakua @uiom, Myiem@uibmoep uHmepHemme
KOicemimoi 60ybl YiH uwiemendix mybiHObLIapovl Kazakuia cotiiemin sicyp [inform.kz 13.01.25];

— Cenamop memieKkemmix manculpblCheH H#Capulk Kopemin unbMuiy 0IpiH KazaKua mycipyoi YCbiHObl
[inform.kz 19.12.24].

These text fragments illuminate the intricate language dynamics within Kazakhstan, characterized by its
duality. In a multi-ethnic society, language frequently becomes a battleground for political and social con-
flict. The preeminence of the Russian language over recent decades has relegated the Kazakh language to a
peripheral position within the consciousness of the titular ethnic group. The contemporary language policy in
Kazakhstan necessitates a reevaluation of this issue. Presently, various initiatives are being undertaken to
elevate the status of the Kazakh language. One illustrative example is the holding of a national forum called
“The Kazakh Language as the Interethnic Language of the Great Steppe”.

— IHlvivkenmme «Kazax mini — Yiavl OQIaHblY YAMAPAIblK MLy pPecnyonukaiviy Gopymvl ommi.
Dopymubly bacmel Makcamvl — Ka3aK MiliHiy mek Oip Yammuly emec, OYKIl XAnblKmuly OpmMax KapblM-
KAmMblHAC KYPATblHA auHany xascemmicin gcysece acvlpy. Kazax minin yipenyee, damvlmyaa dcaue OHbl
Ko2amoazvl Oapaviy canada KeWiHeH KONOaHy2a Oazeimmdy, Ko2amodavl poNiH apmmelpy, COHOAU-AK,
Kenminoinikmi nacuxammay 6010wt [tengrinews.kz 07.09.24].

The author emphasizes that the aim of the forum is to elevate the Kazakh language to the status of a
medium for interethnic communication, thereby incorporating representatives of diverse ethnic groups into
the Kazakh-speaking environment. In light of the prevailing policy, the authorities of Kazakhstan recognize
the potential risks of conflicts arising from linguistic, cultural, and other differences, and consequently en-
deavor to foster unity among the diverse populace of Kazakhstan surrounding a predominant identity. Ac-
cordingly, the ethical principles, foundations, and values of traditional Kazakh society are increasingly de-
picted as common for the entire multinational Kazakhstan.

— Kasaxcmanowvixkmap 10 scolnoan acmam yaxvim 00tibl OIpaik new omoAacwulivlk KYHOLLILIKIMAPObIH
MAaHBI30bLIbIEbIH OiN0Iipemin MepeKkeni aman emin kenedi. Mepekeniy 6acmol MoHi — YAMMbIK 02CMYPii
KYHOBLILIKMAapOul ecke mycipy, 0ip—0ipimizee KaMKOPAbIK JHCACAY JHCOHE OMOACLIHOA JICLLIYIbIK NEH
cyuicnenwinikmi cakmay manwvizel [tengrinews.kz 08.09.24].

In the aforementioned example, by “traditional national values,” the author means the original Kazakh
values.

Statistical data indicate a rising proportion of native Kazakh speakers, signifying an increase in the
number of individuals belonging to the titular nation in comparison with other ethnic groups. One contrib-
uting factor to this growth is the state policy advocating for the resettlement of ethnic Kazakhs. Interestingly,
previous term for repatriated Kazakhs was «opanmannap», which translates as “returnees”. Later, this term
was supplanted by the term «kammacrap», which can be translated as relatives, fellow tribesmen, or those of
consanguineous ties. In 2024, a total of 14,391 Kazakhs repatriated to their historical homeland:

— 2024 acvinoa 14 391 smuukanvly Kazax mapuxu OMaHbIMeH mabviCuln, KaHOAc Mapmedecin andvl
[tengrinews.kz 22.10.24].

The significance of ethnicity is paramount for the Kazakh-speaking population of Kazakhstan. This is
evidenced by the proliferation of publications concerning native Kazakhs residing in other countries. For in-
stance, in reporting on an Englishman’s visit to Kazakhstan, the author emphasizes in the headline that he
has Kazakh roots.

— bBoiivinoa xazax xanvr 6ap asvinuvin Kazaxcmauea eenocuneonen Keioi. ¥avlOpumanus mypebiHbl
Amanxcon Huxonac Myxameoscanos Maxunmaiip Keanemm Kazaxcmanea Hagauibl HCYpmulH i30en KeleeH.
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¥roviopumanus azamamol Amansiconovly KapulHoacbl MeH iHiCiHiy Oe ecimOepi Kasaxwia, Kanooc, Tozocan
ammul 6aywipnapel 6ap [inform.kz 10.01.25].

It is further noted that the young man and his siblings have both Kazakh and English names. The fact
that this young man, who has Kazakh roots, came to visit Kazakhstan and get acquainted with his relatives
conveys implicit encouragement of the author.

The triumph of the Chinese athlete in the cross-country skiing championship is also presented to the
Kazakh reader using the lexeme «kanmacy, thereby emphasizing the athlete’s ethnicity.

— «Kanoacvimviz wanewl scapvicvinan Kvimaii uemnuonst amanowty [tengrinews.kz 22.10.24].

Although the athlete competes under the flag of a different nation, the author of the media text express-
es a profound sense of pride for the ethnic Kazakh and her achievements. This illustrates that, in certain in-
stances, ethnic identity may take precedence over national identity.

Frequently, Kazakhstani news outlets feature extensive articles on prominent historical figures. One of
them is Zhanabil Smagulov, a prominent state and public figure in the People’s Republic of China. The arti-
cle’s title indicates that during his time, there were 733 Kazakh schools in Xinjiang. In this manner, the au-
thor conveys his sentiments regarding the public figure, demonstrating respect and commending him for his
strong bond with his community.

— XKanabin Coimagynynot mycoinoa Lllvinocanoa 733 xazax mexkme6i boazan. Kvimatiovly Oencini mem-
JIeKem JiCoHe Ko2am Kaupamiepi, Kazax Xaikblnvly Kadipni azamamol Kanaoin Colma2ynynsl 03 3aMaHbIHOA
Kevimaii eninde yaken nayazpimobl KbizmMemmep amyapean, 6edendi, manvimal mynea 6010bl. FYMblpbiHbiH
COHBIHA OeliiH MY2aH XATKbIMEH emeHe apanachin, Keieli oll, KeciMoi co3imen Yamvl Yulin Yaaeammuol icmep
amgapovl [tengrinews.kz 21.10.24].

The usage of the expressions «ka3ak XaJKbIHBIH Kaaipii azamateD» (honorary citizen of the Kazakh
people) and «ynter yuriny (for the sake of his people) serves to augment the emotional resonance of the text
and distinctly articulate the author’s stance through the selected lexical units. This illustrates that, for the Ka-
zakh-speaking segment of the population, ethnic identity dominates national identity.

Conclusion

In contemporary scientific discourse, the phenomenon of national identity is recognized as a subject of
interdisciplinary interest, garnering attention from scholars across various fields, including linguistics. How-
ever, despite the extensive body of literature addressing this topic, numerous aspects of the self-identification
process of individuals remain underexplored. The current globalized context, characterized by unprecedented
population mobility and rapid cultural exchange, significantly complicates the landscape of national identity,
giving rise to new hybrid identities and challenging traditional models of national consciousness.

Investigating national identity through the lens of media discourse represents a promising avenue of re-
search, facilitating the analysis of not only the presentation of identity but also its formation and reproduc-
tion. Mass media serve as a powerful tool reflecting and influencing socio-cultural processes. Analyzing me-
dia texts across different linguistic cultures enables the identification of distinctive characteristics of national
identity within each context, the assessment of the impact of globalization and mediatization on its transfor-
mation, and the exploration of how various media platforms cultivate and convey diverse national identity
narratives.

The authors of this study scrutinized approximately fifty media texts to examine the mechanisms of na-
tional identity representation. This analysis focused on identifying the linguistic and communicative strate-
gies employed in the discourse. Authors isolated key thematic elements prevalent within the media discourse
such as the history of Kazakhstan, national heroes, cultural traditions, relations with neighboring nations,
economic challenges, and achievements in sports.

The authors contend that national identity within Kazakhstani media discourse frequently manifests im-
plicitly, through nuanced and subtextual messages that rely on a cultural code comprehensible only to audi-
ences familiar with the Kazakhstani context. The subjectivity, value orientations, and political perspectives
of the authors significantly influence the portrayal of national identity. The research indicates that ethnicity
remains an important, albeit not exclusive, marker of self-identification. Materials published in the state lan-
guage (Kazakh) exhibit a more pronounced and representative portrayal of national identity, reflecting spe-
cific cultural and historical dimensions.

Modern Kazakhstan is engaged in the construction of its national identity upon a complex and multifac-
eted historical backdrop, encompassing its Soviet legacy, diverse population, and geopolitical standing. This
situation presents both challenges and opportunities for the development of a distinct and sustainable nation-
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al identity. It is crucial to underline that national identity is in a state of continual evolution, influenced by
both internal and external factors. Further research is warranted to consider the variety of media platforms
and to incorporate qualitative analysis of the interactions among different ethnic groups in forging a cohesive
Kazakhstani self-awareness. An integrated approach is essential for a comprehensive understanding and elu-
cidation of this significant phenomenon. Specifically, the role of new media, social networks, and bloggers in
the shaping and reconfiguration of national identity in contemporary Kazakhstan necessitates thorough in-
vestigation.

Funding: This research is funded by the Science Committee of the Ministry of Science and Higher Edu-
cation of the Republic of Kazakhstan (Grant No. AP23485158).
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T. Jlanosa, I'. Ucuna, A. bunsnosa

Ka3zakcTanabslk Macc—Meauaaarbl YITTHIK Oipereiiiik
(peHOMEHIHIH TIJIAIK penpe3eHTANUACHI

Makanana KOFaMJIbIK KYH/BUIBIKTAp MEH HOpMaJap/bl TapaTy/iblH MaHbI3/bl apHACHI PETiHAE Ka3aKCTaHIbIK
MeZMa JUCKYPC KOHTEKCIHJETI YITTHIK Oipereiliiik (peHOMeHIH BepOaau3alysiiay KapacThIpbUIFaH. 3epTTey
HbIcaHbl KazakcTaHmarsl KOFaMJIBIK MIKipAi KaJIbIITACTBIPATHIH €Ki TaHBIMAJI HHTEPHET-pecype. OIicTeMeliK
0aza yITTBIK Oipereiylik Typajbl Ooiiapipl KypyFa BIKHNAJ €TETIH JMHTBHCTHKAIBIK )KOHE CTHIIMCTHKAJBIK
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epeKILeIIKTepi aHbIKTayFa MYMKIHIIK OepeTiH IUCKYPCTHIK TalfayFa Heri3nenreH. ABTOPIBIH OKbIPMaHFa
acep eTy CTpaTerwsuiapbl, CO3/IK KOPBIH TaHIAybl JKOHE YITTHIK ©3IHIIK CaHaHbl KOPCETETiH Hemece
KaJIBIITACTBIPATBIH TYPAKThl CTEPEOTUNTEPAl KYpy TETiKTepl TaigaHFaH. ABTOPJABIH MEAHa IHCKYPCTBIH
Oencenai cyOBEKTICI PETIHIETI POITiHE )KOHE dIEYMETTIK-CasiCH KOHTEKCTIH JKeKe TYJIFaHbl KaObLUIIay ocepiHe
epeKIie Ha3ap ayJapbuiFaH. 3epTTey HOTIDKeNepi Kasipri KasakcTaHmarbl YKBIMIBIK Oipereiinik TeH
KOFaMJIBIK KOHUI-KYI/Ii KalbIITACTHIPY MPOLIECIHIe MEIUa AUCKYPCThIH MaHBI3bUIBIFBIH aTall KOPCeTe .

Kinm ce30ep: YNTTHIK Oipereiiiik, 3THOC, YIT, MEANAIUCKYPC, METUaMATiH, BepOau3arusl.

T.E. JIauosa, I'.11. Ucuna, A.A. bunsamosa

SI3bIkoBasi penpe3cHTanusda (l)eHOMeHa HalII/IOHaJIbHOﬁ HIACHTUYHOCTHU B
Ka3axXCTaHCKHX MacC—Meaua

B cratbe paccMaTpuBaetcs BepOanu3aius peHoMeHa HalMOHAIbHOH HICHTUYHOCTH B KOHTEKCTE Ka3axCTaH-
CKOT0 MEIMaJIUCKypCca KaK Ba)KHOTO KaHaJla TPAHCISILMK OOLIECTBEHHBIX LIEHHOCTEl 1 HOpM. OOBEKTOM HC-
CJICJIOBAHMS CTAJI JIBA TIOITYJISIPHBIX HOBOCTHBIX HHTEPHET-pecypca, GOpMHUPYIONIMX OOIIECTBEHHOE MHEHHUE
B Kasaxcrane. Merononoruyeckass 6aza omnupaercs Ha JUCKYpCHBHBIH aHAIIN3, IMO3BOJIIOIINN BBISIBUTDH
JIMHTBUCTUYECKUE U CTHIMCTUYECKHE OCOOCHHOCTH, CIIOCOOCTBYIOIINE KOHCTPYHUPOBAHUIO TIPEJCTABICHUN O
HaLMOHAJIBHOM NMPUHAUISKHOCTH. AHAIM3UPYIOTCS aBTOPCKUE CTPATEInH BO3ICHCTBHS Ha YMTATEINs, BHIOOD
JEKCUKH U MEXaHM3MOB CO3aHUS yCTOWYHMBBIX CTEPEOTHIIOB, OTPAXAIOUIMX WM (OPMHUPYIOMIMX HAIHO-
HaJbHOE camoco3HaHne. Ocoboe BHIMaHNE YAEIEHO POJH aBTOpa KaK aKTHBHOTO CyOBeKTa MeIuaaucKypca
U BIMSHUIO COIUAJIBHO-TIOIMTHYECKOTO KOHTEKCTa Ha BOCIIPUATHE WACHTHYHOCTH. Pe3ynbTaThl MccienoBa-
HUSI TIOAYEPKUBAIOT 3HAYMMOCTh MEMaIUCKypca B Iporecce GOPMHUPOBAHMS KOJJIEKTHBHON HACHTUIHOCTH
1 00IIECTBEeHHBIX HACTPOCHHH B coBpeMeHHOM Ka3axcrane.

Knrouesvle cnosa: nanmoHainbHast HUJACHTUYHOCTD, OTHOC, HallUA, MEAUAJUCKYPC, MEJUATEKCT, Bep6ann3aunﬂ.
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